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Dye Rival Dutcheſs, &c. 


Mantenon. Adam, I rejoyce to ſee you. ſes 
by Mad. M. Jou do me a great deal of 
of Honour indeed, to be ſaluted by a Woman, Madam, hu 
| of your Eminence, who has out-done the Brighteſt of | © 
| your Sex in Conduct and MatchleſS Policy. = 77 

Maintenon. You are well vers'd in the Art of Flax hi 
tery J perceive, which I thought the Brizifh Court Ibo: 
had been altogether. Strangers to; but really Ma-! 
dam, your Character has reach d Verſailes without | 
| a ' Compliment, to the great Satisfaction of the 
Grand Monarch. "2M REP "TR 
Mad. M. Now you put it out of my Power to mate 
| you a Return ſuitable to the Favour you have conferr d 
pon me. | 7 ä 
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Maintenon. O, Madam, excuſe me, you. have al- 
ready made agreeable Returns, and may continue 
ſtill ſo to do, if it is your Pleaſure ; but now I am M 
taking of Returns, pray dear Madam ſatisfie me how | 

your Old Friend, and T may be bold to call him 
ours, does in theſe troubleſome Times for Stateſ- 
men; not that J queſtion but he knows how to 
manage as well as any Body, for we have pro- 
| j nounc'd him to the Machiavil of Great- Britain. fe 


Madam M. What do you mean: 


WW. 
- 


I Maintenon. You, cannot bur be ſenſible that I 
mean Monſ. Har—, one whom you have no reaſon 
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to be aſham' d of: What if there may have been Fa- 
miliarities between you ? So there have been be- 
tween Lewis le Grand and Mrs. Scarron 3 but what's 
fall chat for us to own among our ſelves 2 Beſides, 
People of our Rank, and for ſuch Ends and Purpo- i 
ſes as we do; Things do not fall within the reach | 
1 [of the Vulgar, even to cenſure us, much leſs ro | 


_ | 
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% ſhown ONT „ 3 
F Madam M. Well, Madam, but ] know you would do 
Wall Things prudently, and would adviſe me to the ſame, 1 
.- Ibo then can I act ſafely if I play my Game above- | 
rt board while the Dutcheſs is at the Talle ? <1 
a- Maintenon. That certainly is not to be done, 
at therefore ſhe'muſt be removed. „ 
16 Madam M. And would you have Me thus ungrate- 
u to my Patronneſs and greateſt Benefactreſs ? 
ke | Maintenon. Did not I do the ſame to the Dutch- 
*d (xs of Mount Eſpagne, whoſe Menial Servant I was 
ac firſt, and ſo conſequently muſt be brought to 
ourt by her, as you was by the Durcheſs ; bur. 
hat's all that you can do to what I did? M 
Miſtreſs was the King's, and I did not pitch ſo low 
s only to uſurp her Power and Authority over the 
im Preateſt Monarchs, but I rivall'd her in his Bed, 
eſ= ud there I conquer'd roo. 8 
to Madam M. Twas Glorious, Madam, T mult own, but 
ro- Pas 1 muſt be content to ſtrike at ſmaller Miſchief. If 
Ian diſplace the Dutcheſs I ſhall gratifie my Pride, 
_ Þ Pocket, and wy Revenge at once. ce 
: I] Maintenon' That will be a Coup eclat indeed; ang. 
{on Jot only pleaſe your ſelf, but a great many others 
to Pat Pigue her Highneſs ; tho' perhaps if the Queſti- 
1 2907 2. | | on 
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on- Was. ask'd why, they do not knoy 


: 


| 


| however, tis a good, thing to {ail with Wind and 
Tide; and as long as the People think her the com- 
mon Mark, they'll never blame you for hiting it, 

tho the W ay you; compals it be never ſo Clandeſtine, 


| 


Madam M. 5 M0 
Intereſt of her Family,which muſt be allow'd to be much 
1 greater than ever Madam Mount-Eſpagne's could pre- 
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| Court of Verſailes cannot be ignorant what Efforts 1 
Have already made in 

| have been ſpeaking of. ee een 
| Maintenon. Yes, yes, we heard of it with a Wit: 
refs, and was not a little concern'd at the Event, 
which muſt needs have ptov'd ſucceſsful to the Pro- 
jecls we had then on Foot: The Main whereof all 
the World is ſenſible miſcarry d thro ill management 
in Britain, and not as ſome Idle People ſuppoſe, for 
Want of being concerted in the Counſels of France. 
J fear we was outwitted in that Affair; and that 
Mo. Har—, who has cheated every Body in their 


1 


G Sr 


truſted Hays he, 4 Man that has Betray d every Party 


any; but really I over-rul'd that Great Man, and 
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man, Whoſe Heart you had at your Command. 
* Madam M. Nor do 7 think Iam derelven, but 
can affure you,, Madam, he is the ſame Man die ever 


wa. 


* 


M. Vell, Madam, but do you confider the 


tend to with the French King. Beſdes, 7 believe the 
order to compaſs the Deſign wel 
l . 1 8 1 ; 


| Opinion of him, over-reach'd us. Indeed it was the] 
Opinion of Monſ. Chamillard that he was not to be] 


that ever he pretended to eſpouſe, can never be true 10 


was of a contrary Opinion upon your Account, Ma- 


I dam, ſuppoſing that a Woman of your Perſpicuity, | 
1 cou'd never be deceiv d in the Integrity of a-Statei-J 


„ T * £# 


To E. 


Maintenon. You ſurprize with me exceeds: ng Joy: | 


But how are theſe tent Things to be eee in | 
Diſgrace? 1 


Madam M. 7 hs requires Wit as well-as urige 


ef a Briton; but his A nowledge . in the Conſtitution of | 
his Country, and his Experience of the Hlunwurs and | 
its Vagaries of the People, qualifie him for" ſuch a dif- 


F 


Was 3 ab: let him have am 4 as "muy: Ibapes 46 Pro- | 
j teus, they were all for your Service, which he appears 
vow more zealous to promote than ever; and I. 1 

Jos not hut you are ſenſible what he is doing” | 
Hiſh your Glory and Honour, that thereby he may 45 l 
Þ able. to conguer his Fanatick Enemies, when France | 
; | ſettled herſelf upon Univerſal" Monarchy. ß. 


ficult- ast, that. o Body beſi des himſelf 0 un- 


ertate. 12 
Maintenon. #7 queſtion not his Abilities; PW 
pray inform: me of the Means whereby ſuch migh- 


E Things are to be brouglit to paſs. 


Madam M. ＋ ou wuſt be inform'd bens Madan, 


he is elected, as formerly he us'd to be, One” 'of the 
Repreſentatives of his Country. 


— 


Maintenon. Very acceptable Ncws; proceed. 
Madam M. That is nothing, but hie is pretty 


OY aſſur'd of being choſe their BO once an, 
and then, Madam. 


Maintenon. What then e can che propoſe >- K 
Madam M. Things that would rejoice yout hear : 


Firſ, then he can bring in the Bill _ Occa- 
fional Conformity once more. | 
Mainteubn. And what Advantage Au that be to i] 


th Affairs: of France at this time of "Dae 1 * 238 
| Madam 


Lb the Houſe are debating about that 


a greet She on Earth to Rival M. 
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* arg that Jon . the greateſt Pr. ve, FY the Wort 


Madam M. 0 more than: you can ima main, fol PR 


air, al 


the Buſineſs of the Nation is negletied ; beſides, this 


0 


=: Up 


creates ill Blood again, and then the It begin lo ey af 
quire into the Miſmanagements, and hom the Money is 


expended, perhaps bring in another Bill of Neſum pri. Un 
wag and ee, all T, = as Wer e 5 : 2 To I 

Maintenon. Fort agreeable ! ma Fo 1 th 
Madam M. 7 his is but a Triſſe; for by the Pow- Fe 
er of being Sr he can call the Miniſtry to an Ac. 
count for the Miſpending the Nations Money, in ft.] P 
ting out ſuch a Flark 205 laſt Spring for no other Full © 


but to diſappoint You know who, and then to let 7 45 b 
ter 


George Bing Ride in Leith Road, when tas 
the Queen's Ships flou'd be laid up at Chatham, and 0 
the Seamen turn d aſhore, as they us'd to le. 
Maintenon. Excellent! my dear little Couſin anc 
Counſellor, Tl! hug thee for a Politician ; ; nay, Lei 
himſelf ſhall hug you too. 

Madam M. But what will you fog if i 1 dhe ner * 
Parliament, by our Means, ſome People be call d to Ac4 n 
count why Peace was not made before this; and whoſ 
were the Adviſers to ſettle King Charles upon th: 
Spaniſh Monarchy 2 Nay, after all, what will you ſal y 
5 we oblige the Nation to make a Peace, and accepiſ t 

a 
c 


of the Partition Treaty, according to the Ti erms tha 
France will give uss 

Maintenon. I fay:you ſhall un to be Rival te 
the Dutcheſs; it thall be Ambition enough for the 


Madam M. 7 own Madam, you have Arts 9 FO 


BF, [ 
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J ſerve "you, and I reckon it the chiefelt of my Glory '| 
F 
 Maintenon. Nay, now you qutdo me in Ceremony) 
en- and France muſt yeild to Britain. 2 
„Madam M. Indeed you make me Bluſh to accept the Flattery | 
of; Dau give, a thing I own my ſelf not guilty of theſe later Years, 
I Ponce State Intrijues, more than the Affairs of Love, have fill d | 
my Breaſt ; not that I have been a Stranger to that Little Gad, 
but have been fore d to Baniſh him Occaſionally for more Impor- | 


„ 


tant Buſmeſs. .. 3 ME 

' Maintenon, | Then, dear Madam, oblige me with ſome | 
Paſſages of your Life , ſince they muſt needs have been | 
4 Secret to me While the Whole Story of my Life has 
been Publick to every Bod. 5 | 
Madam M. I know, Madam, jou are unacquainted with | 
that Part of my Life when Twas introduced to Court, and wha | 
it was that 22 me there; and as for what happen d befere, 
it is to trivial for me to rehearſe, or you to hear; therefore T(hall 


1 


o 
* 
. 


70 over that Part in Silence, and come to ſome Thing tranſacted 
of late. . pale e ] 
| Maintenon. I am ſatisfied your Life cannot TakeNe-. if 
ext not have been without ſome conſiderable A- #2. Madl. 
Ac4 mours any more than * mine; for it does not _—_ +; 'Y 
hol Always happen that the moſt Beautiful Women 7 "Y 
> have the moſt Lovers, but I have generally abſerv'd it 
la to fall out quite contrary ; and for this Reaſon, that thoſe | 
a wlio are not eſteem d Handſume, endeayour to furniſh. | 
ep themſelves more with Wit, Good Humour, Good Manners, | 
hath and Obliging Converſations, by which kind of Complacen- 
cy they render themſelves more Taking and Agrecable 
| tof to the Men, than all the Fair Faces in the World, which 

tha are generally a Prey to Fools, but the Averſion of Men 
| of Senſe. 3 3 Sigh 1 
lar Madam M. If you ſuou d aſſert this in Publick you wou'd be. | 
aft to draw upon your ſelf a powerful Enemy, tho tous their moſt, 
Killing Weapons, N meen their Eyes, are = feeble as their Hands, || 
| i 4 1 


. ÄP +. .., AO a 5; 
| | but, det they baue Fonver over. 1 m1ny.do us a” Prejudice; bs 
lf. \Mizintenon: For my Part I never fear d their. Frowns, an 
| — courted their Smiles, for which Reaſon I have been fn 
| | leſs diſappointed than moſt Women who have been [c, 
{ | Converſant in Courts, and fo much imploy d in the moſt [vi 
Arduous Affairs: But to wave this Diſcourſe, I deſire S- 

| | you will oblige me in the Requeſt I made to you before 
of telling me ſuch Paſſages of your Life as yo, may rea- to 
ſonably 7 IT am e o. J 
Madam, M. Madem, you have" gucſi' d right, for 4 con- as 
| | ſiderable, Part of my Life bas been imply d in Love, tho I de- |w 
| ceiv'd the World in their Opinion. of me, as to that Particular, & 
co 

by 

W 


| as much as ever my forementioned Friend did. Eſpecially at | cc 
Court I'was taken for d more modiſh' Lady, was rather addici- 
ed to another Sort of Paſſion, of having too great 4 Regard for 
| | my own Sex, inſomuch that few People thought I wou'd ever 
if | have Married; but to free my ſelf from that Aſperſim ſome of | C: 
i our Sex labour under, for being too fend of one another, I was. |. 
| | reſold to Marry as ſoon as Teoud fix to my Advantage or In- h 
q | ' Maintenon. And does that Female Vice, which is the [ii 
i] | moſt deteſtable in Nature, Reign among you, as it does | 
Wich us in Fance, where our young Ladies are that Way | » 


v 


debauch'd in their Nunnery Education, ſo that few Peo- | # 


ple of Quality care now to have their Daughters brought 
E 3 ER NN I TIITES, | 


— — 


v 0 


Madam M. O, Madam, we are arrived to as great Per- 
| | Fection in ſomning that Way as yon can pretend to, as you may. 
ll | gueſs by the following. Story. A Lady of. Faſhion calling for 4 
d | Corprade of bers, 4 Pretty Young Creature, to carry her to the 
Pla, a . of ber Acquaintance then viſiting her, gat 
er bis Hand to the Coach, where having put the Lady, the. 
i | Glaſs was immediately draws up, and the Innocent Young La- 
Au eried out aloud fir Help; the Gentleman running afier, think- 
un ſome Actident might hawe happen d, the Lady di ſired to go 


A ne att... 


iy | ext of rhe Coach, and be carry d home qgain. The Gentleman | | 
i he TTW 8 „ n 


1 8 


Alice. 


ns, 
been 
deen 
noſt 
ſire 
fore 
rea- 


„ Madam M. Itold you that I was reſolv d to Marry 
as I cou d fi either to my Advantage or Inclination; but that 
| which binder d a conſiderable Time, and cans d a great tals 
„ | Speculation, was a grand Secret to every Body, for I had priwariy 
| contrafted my ſelf to a Footman in à certain Biſhop's F amily, 
%% liv'd à great while to plague me; however, 1 bore it o 

well as to confine the Myſtery to my own Breaſꝶſt. 
Maintenon. But how. cou'd you make ſuch a ſorry Rafe it 


* 


I 


was ſurprix d  to- ſee the Lady in ſuch a Fright,” and not gueſs 
Reaſon ; but afterwards was in- 


any Reaſon for. it, conducted her home was 
7m d . by another Female Friend of hers, that the Lady who 
callel of her in the Coach, as ſhe apprehended, attempted to R 
wiſh her; what ſhe meant by it the Innocent Young One was 4 
Stranger to; but theſe Things are no Novelties with us now. 
Maintenon. II eſt poſſible? But, Madam, I entreat you 


to aſſume your former Tale. 


- * 
. 


er ſem 


N 


cal hold his Tougue? That ſeems the greateſt Paradox. 
Aldi M. I he did tell ir T ſup 
| him, for Ju, neuer reproach d wit | = Cn, 
|. Mai hat is mighty happy, and preſages your | 
sat f.. mob 


| it er. 
Maintenon. That is 


* 
3 
— 
5 


* 1 


what yau | think ſtrange, notwithſtanding my being conſfantiy 


'0 
„/r him: But you Inu, Decr 
ot Love, that rules uw. 


abont the Court during this Time I was contracted, no Body even 
made Pretenfions to me, no, nor after ſome Time, til 1 employ d 
| , ine that was become a common i 

Mum per, to Trumpet «bout where-cer ſhe went what 4 great | 
Fortune I was like to be, and what a conſiderable Intereſt I had. 
j this Meunt e & | 


an Old Snuffling' C 


ar Ct. In ſhort, Madam, it was not long by 


| 7 bzd all the Ambitions and Aſpiring Young Fellows, of tolerable } 
Fortune t, about the Town to Court to me; 1 kept 1 all | 
them, 


in Suſpence, and gave no great Encouragements to any. 


e 


iſe no Body o d believe | 


Madau M. I always took it as a lucky Omen; but er. 


but One Pretty Fellow, which J believe Tſhall think of ſo. as lng 
VVV 


ſo barbarouſly us I did, when I was ready to die every Moment 


Maintenon, 7a 


” 


«4 


Deſt ins, and 1 


— 14 
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|| ther Marry, nor gratifie your Deſires? Every Body pro- 
| poſes either one thing or other when they play the Fool. 
Madam M. Idid play the Fool I confeſs, but I am ſorry 'twas done after 
I|| - that manner, to abuſe the Man T really low'd : For I proceeded ſo far as 
| to appoint his Liveries and Equipage ; nay, to chuſe his own Cloaths 
|| that be made for a Birth-Night Sute to oblige me; and when the Old 
came the next Morning to my Bed-fide, Dear Lady N, 
id J, how ſhall I look when that Pretry Fellow ſhall jump into 
Zed ro me ? Bur how do you think I look d when it was told me 
i! chat the C. js hadcarry'd this Speech to my Pretty Fellow > 
Maintenon. To be lure you look d like a young Wench 
after ſhe has loſt her Maiden head, fooliſh enough; but 
vet With a longing expectation, as if ſhe had a Mind to 
! Joſe it over again. F 
Madam M. No, really Madam I was confounded, and knew not what 
to ſay, or how to look ; tho T knew I had ſpoke all the fond Things ima. 
[1 23 vet I did not think the Ei had impudence enough to tell it to 
Fim, tbo I oftentimes wiſh'd within my "own Breaſt that he cou'd be 
made ſenſible of my Paſſion, without a Violation . Sexes Modeſh, 
und the Decorum I was in ſome meaſure oblig d to obſerve, conſidering 
| where Iwas, and how nearly tmploy'd in the Court. | 


' Maintenon. O fie now you begin to make me have a 


leſs Eſteem for you than I thought I cou'd ever have had; 
| to make ſuch a Pretence, that no Woman of half your 
Years but wou'd have been aſham'd of, tho' ſhe had 
been an abſolute Stranger to a Court 
Madam M. But pray confider, all this Time I poſitively deſign'd to 
| Marry him, and all the Feines and Pretences I then made were only to 
Nx bis Love upon me, for he was very young, and I Mature Age; 
 rherefore Ithoughy it neceſſary to pump him, and try whether he cou'd 
Le paſſionately in Love with me, or that he only dfſembled for his inte- 
reſt, which I made him ſenſible would be very conſiderably advanc d by me. 
Maintenon. And cou'd yon be ſo vatn as to think a 
4 Young Pretty Fellow con'd be really in Love with you? 
Or that he cou'd aot diſſemble his Paſſion ſufficiently 
enough to deceive you, that was already prepar d to 


iq ſwallow the Cheat, and be tickled with the falſe Plea- 
ſures that ariſes from the Careſſes of a Perfidious Lover. 
YO Madam M. Dear Madan, notwithſtanding your great Sagacity ans, 
_— VV * E Experience, 


| ©  Maintenon. But why did you expoſe your ſelf, and nei- 
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ſe 


te 
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at Court, in your own Apartments, and alone, whom | 


8 * 36 * 


Maintenon. I diſpute not that, but ſtill a Woman of 
your Senſe has always a Reaſon to give, which you re- 
ſerve for other People, tho' you your ſelf are ſatisfied, 


adam M. Yes, I muſt own I had a Reaſon ; but firſt I 


tell jou the Story, it ſtill gives me Pleaſure to relate it, tho 1 
ſuffer for it in the Reflection. This Emiſſary of mine, after about | 
Two Years time, having pitch d upon this Young Gentleman | 
call my Pretty Fellow, I was to give him an interview, which 1 
did at Windſor ; and what you !I think very odd, perhaps, Ma- 
dam, having never ſeen him before in my Life, I receiv'd him | 
upon my. Couch : He broup bt a Letter directed to me from the 
C0, I could not forbear ſmiling at the Old Lady s Choice; 
and ever when I lool d off the Letter to talk to him, be bluſh'd 
like a Girl at Fourteen, aud look d upon the Groung. In ſhort, | 
this becoming Modeſty tranſporting me, and I cou d not forbear | 
giving him leave to wait on me to Wincheſter, whether the | 
Court was then going. Good Heavens! Had he ask'd me a great 
er Fauour at that Time, 'twas out of my Power to have deny d 
Maintenon. It was a Sign he was a young Fellow, c 
therwiſe he would have difcover'd that he had no Rea- 
ſon to ask a Favour that you ſeem'd to Court him to. 
But how came you to be ſo impudent as to receive him 


8 
9 


you de ſign d to make your Husband? Wt 
Madam M. Why really when J refle& upon it my ſelf it looks very odd | 
But this is nothing to what follow d, for whenever I went to the Play, E 
always let him know by the . that he might be ſure to be there, 
and Hand me out of the Boxes.” 8 
Maintenon. That was the direct Way to throw off all 
others Pretenders, and declare to the World that you de- 
ſign' d to make him your Husband: Nay, ſhould ſuch a 
Thing have been done in France, there needed to have 
been no more Ceremony to publiſh you man and Wife 
Madam M. Alas, Madam, this is but. a meer Trifle for I frequent 
ly met him at the Old C—ſs's Lodgings by my own Appointmen:, chere 
we play d at Piquer, and tall d, and Sigh'd, and dj'd I had aimoſs ſaid 
for Iwas deſtrattecd, and did not now wit I did, nor what I would d 
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I} Experience; you are in this Particular miſtaken, for I hat ſo wrong RO 


| Ls | | | | oke was || * 
wih an Air of Freedom and Sinceriy 5 aud whate'er he 40 was all th 


| I aiſcarded him but] believe cou d Puzzle a Confurer to gueſs at the | % 


* 


Pretente I made. 


| Prizing. © 1 . ff 
Hb . M. I cannot forbear Bluſhing my ſelf to relate the Pretence Þ| ® 
It was ſo ridiculous ; for after all this Familiarity, and Two Years ſpent {1 
in bringing the Toung Gentleman to Town, at laſt I very. faitly told un, 
that he had been Courting my Sifter all this while, and that I was very | ® 
much bis Friend; but to talk of any thing concerning Marriage to me 
was 4 vain Attempt, for I had never any Deſign to Farr in my Life. 
| > Marntenon. Good Heavens! You ſurprize me indeed; and what 
| aidthe Gentleman to this? He muſt certainly think you Mad if I 
ou ſpoke ir ſeriouſſreae . . | 
Madam M. He look'd daunted at firſt, but upon ſecond Thoughts ſc 
real fand d Twas in Jeſt, and began to Banter me, Pray Madam, ſaid 
be, is your Siſter like you? For J never ſay her in my Liſe, bur ' h 
the Favour or your Friendſhip you are fo kind to render me ſhall I ® 
4 ever eſteem. Twas not pleased to thinli he won'd not take what I ſaid | ® 
ro hm for an Anſwer, and therefore frown'd upon him with a Haughty || 9 
Air he had never hnown me make uſe of before. This quite abaſbei him, 
4 e ee PREY proſecuting the Argument he bow*d very reſpeafully || * 
and ſo retird. „3% 8 £71 
Maintenon. In my Opinion that look d very cool, and I ſhou'd b 
hape taken it, that he was well pleas'd with his Diſcharge. 5 
Madam M. I. gauld me at that Time to think I was ſo miſtaken in 
| bis Sincerity, and that his going off ſo ſilently was rather the Effect of J 
his Indifferexce-than his Paſſion : But Twas ſoon andeceiv*d, for he writ 
umnediurehy with all the Tenderneſs and Concern imaginable, and cer fi 
I had fearce read his Letter, ſeconded it with his laft Viſit: But I re- | 
Huld ro ſee him, for I bad ſent the Caſs with my Final 9 95 
V * | 1 - | | 4.75. 7 
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| hope you will approve, was this, that the Gentleman Mother was firſt a 


4 * ad 


Maintenon. And how cou'd you refuſe ro ſee the Man chat at 
very Moment you accepted a Letter from? ER 
Madam M. For no other Reaſon but that I purpos*d 10 10% him fem. 
vily, becauſe I thought my ſelf above the World; elſe hom do you think 
1 cou'd perſiſt in ſuch a Contradiction as to ſend the C— f to perſuade. | 
the Toung Gentleman's Friends that I never had any Thoughts of Mar- | 
riage, but only entertain'd him for the Sale of a Siſter of mine, whom 1 
thought he might make a proper Match for? I 

Maintenon. And pray what reception did the C ſs meet wun 

from the young Gentleman and his Friends? * Ty 

Madam M. They were all Thunder-ſtruck at her Mefſage, as well they; | 
might, and did not treat her as became her Quality, when ſhe told th:m_ 
that I had never any Deſign to Mariy; but what I did was all upon Ac- 
count of my Siſter, who knew nothing of the Matter any more than the 
Gentleman did. You Lye, Madam, ſaid one of the Company withoud 
more Ceremony. to the Cf, did not I ( continu'd he) bring ſeveral 
Gentlemen to be viewed by you for Husbands, for this Lady you 
ſpeak. of, before we couf'd bring the Young Gentleman to Towng 
and do you tell me now out of the ſame Mouth that ſhe never de- 
ſigns to Marry? Tis impudent beyond all Meaſure, and you 
ought to forfeir all your Pretenſions ro Honour for aſſerting it. 8 
away Madam was fent with a Fly in her Ear. 

Maintenon, Whoever the Perſon was, you your 
think he did her Mreat deal of Juſtice, | 

Madam M. That I was ſatisfied in, but I reveng d her Quarrel upon 
him in a-ſhore Time, tho“ when I did it I hit my ſelf a Box on the Ear, 

Maintenon. But hold, Madam, firſt let me hear the Secret Rea- 
ſon you refery*d to your ſelf for putting off this Match ? 


Madam M. That which I took for a ſufficient Reaſon, and which r a 
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very Intriguing, Deſigning Woman, and which would be the Death of all. . 
our. Hopes, had à large Acquaintance, and was much viſited by the chief 
of thoſe we call the Wh:g Party here. | 12 1 
Maintenon, I am very well ſatisfied with the Reaſon, ſince it ap- 
pcars to be done for the Promotion of our Intereſt; therefore gie 
me leave, Madam, to thank you from the bottom of my Heart; 
but pray inform me how you come reveng'd of che Perſon wo 
treated the C-—<ſ(s fo roughly. « þ 
1 


Madam M. Hu know Monſ, H=— was at that Time playing all his 

jack-Pudding Tricks to oblige the Whig Miniſtry, by pleajing of whom 
he thorzght the fare an moſt unſnſpetted Ny to bring about all his De- 1 
firys ; now at the Jame Time I was preparing Noi for him on the ots ei j 
Ay £ wherein be in ghet exert humyelj, and ſhow bis pretended | Neal 5 ; 


the Party. 15 5 18 + 24 ? IFS " ; 'Y ; . | . , . ; 2 15 ; 4 
Maintenon. Very well concerted upn my Word; but this. was Villwaus? | 


Ticatment of High-Ci urth chat put their Confidence in you. Madam 
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Madam M. Town it, at firſt View it has the Face of ſuch, but as Imp as 1. 
was defirn'd for the SD of their Intereſt, I th extuſable. 4 5 

| -Maintenon. But this is contrary to the Rule of Scripture, which ſays, 1 
engt never 70 do Evil that Good may come of it. ee 

| Madam M. Vell, but the Rule of Scripture it #9 Rule for Politicains o wa- 
i by, therefore I folom d the Policy of the Children of this World, who are wiſck 
is n their Generation than the Children of Light. = 


- — 2 7 a * 
> 
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vou talk like a Hobb7/? ; but to the Purpoſe, how did you compaſs the R. 
1 venge you mention'd juſt now? | n 


un are ſenſible my Averſion to the Dutcheſs cannot have. been of late date, but 

| 5; of ing Jenin therefore I hoarded up in my A every thing +, 2 7 

and if there was any deficient, I was already ready to ſupply it, This P I 
call % n 2 was t0 publiſh the Scandal w 25 privatel oor: 

bim with; and therefore, that I might act a double Revenge, bot | 

W Dutcheſs and him, 1 firſt furniſd him with all the Falſities J could deviſe; 


fupplj d 
pon th 


ſl which the C is was to vouch for Truth, and then I Communicated them to the 
j 


W Dutcheſs, that ſhe may puniſh him for what I had tranſacted; it was now wh 
i Aon 22 3 25 th; Zenith of his Glory, and — itch'd upon as the fl. 


| zeſt Inſtrument the Dutcheſs cou d imploy to get her Satisfatio: By this Means. 
14 Bare, fo intimately acquainted with that Wonderful Man, and privately told 


Maintenon. But *tis my Admiration he ſhou'd do any thing for the Dutcheſs. 


} 
| him all my Sentiments of this Aﬀair. 
Aj 


or her Friends, whom both of you ſeem'd to have a Mortal Hatred to. | 
W Madam M. This we did on purpoſe to ingratiate our 1 with the Party, 
W that we might have the better Handle to Ruin them, and i to Puniſh the Per- 
i= ſor we had a Mind to expoſe or daring to enquire into our Actiůons. 


W Maintenon. But it does not appear to me he did any thing to deſerve this 


Treatment, and I hate Barbarity for Barbarity's Sake. Ws 

Madam M. But gt the ſame Time I know you have Conſideration enough to re- 
wember the Cauſe for which I did theſe Things, and what ſignifies Two or Three 
little po”: berug made a Sacrifice towards the obtaining of ſuch Ends as I 
Prop? „„ 

bs Maintenon. And this was the direct Way never to obtain the defir'd End, 
bh for *tis the moſt Impolitick Thing in the World to puniſh , except it is with 
Death,, thoſe that may otherwiſe have it in their Power one Day or another 
to Publiſh their own Innocency : Beſides, the People are apt to be Inquiſitive 


* 


* 


vat they ſuffer. | 15 
Madam M. But we nick'd the Time when the People were with us; and tho 


what we had done had been more Arbitrary than it was, which was ſcarce poſ- 


wh having the Power of the P--— and the P. both to protect us. 
| Maintenon. So far you was undoubtedly in the right, but to be ſure you had 


ro know of but your ſelf; how then did you excuſe them to her? BY 
Madam M. She was too Wiſe to take particular Notice of any thing that 
was either {aid or publiſh'd againſt her, and ſo we were diſappointed in 
chat Part of our Revenge upon her; for had ſhe ſtirr'd in the Affair, the 


bo 


the effectual Way to have ruin'd her Intereſt at Court, 
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Maintenon. Madam. you argue like a Matchivilign ; or to ſpeak in Engl;ſh, 
Madam M. 1't tell you in general, for the Particulars ure too tedious to relate 


| 
i thought might reſtect upon her, or what 1 imagin'd the Pcople would think ſo; 


the 


into the Puniſhments of Perſons where thei Crimes do not appear to deſerve 


ble, it had all paſ®d for Mildneſs and Moderation; for we were doubly fortiſy d 


ubliſlrd ſome Truths againſt the Dutcheſs, that no Body cou'd be ſuppos d 


Mob wou'd have taken every thing we had ſaid for Truth, and that had been 


* im 


| . — 
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Maintenon. That's right 2gain 3 but 1 find the Dutcheſs out=witted you and 


turn d the Cannon you had levell'd at her upon your ſelves; for without doudt 


when the World found that what had been publiſh'd againſt her did not af 
&& her, they wou'd of Courſe judge her Innocent, and then con wently - 
conclude the Malice of her Enemies, and not any Demerits of the Dutcheſles, . 


had produc'd that Scandal againſt her. But notwithſtanding all this, in my 
Opinion you were much in the Wrong to Puniſh the Perſon you imploy d, or ar 
leaſt furniſn'd with Materials to Lampoon the Dutcheſs. ont” 
« Madam M. We did neither imploy him, nor furniſh him with Materials 
« directly, but did it by a Side-wind, fo that we might never be calld to an 
c count. : WP \ 5 
. 9 That does not at all excuſe the Treachery in you, as long as 
ou knew the Informations came from you; and how can you expect for the 
8 be proſperous in your Intrigues if you betray the Emiflaries of your 
own Deſigns. : 


Madam M. But, Madam, you dow + c0 er we were provek'd to do what we 
did by the Folly and Madneſs of this Selle who was foreſtalling our Market of 


Scanaal, ſo that. Monſ. H. himſelf cou d not vend his own Commod;ties with- 


out this Monopolizcr, who took em out of his Hands, and hence aroſe a Mortal 


uarrel. 


Maintenon. Well, but 1 find M. H — was Piqu'd againſt him before this | 


Buſineſs happen'd, which was the firſt time he expreſs'd his Reſentment. 


Madam M. No, Madam; there you miſtake the whole Affair, for I was indeed _ © 


Pigu d, I muſt confeſs, upon the Afront offer d to my C-—-f7, which afterwards I 
hc nies ra con to his N but Monſ. H--—- on the —— had 
w'd him Favour, and that he was well pleas'd with his Proceedings, til he 
pretended to Sell the Advice which he had freely Given to the Publick, to promote 
thoſe Ends Publickly that he was aiming at in Secret. | 
aintenon. So then they claſh'd only, quarrelling it ſeems who ſhou'd do 
the Work firſt they both were aiming at; tis pitty they did not underſtand 
one another, ſo as to agree in the main, tho* they ſeem'd to differ in the Wa 


of compaſſing their Deſigns. I think *rwas ill manag'd on the Part of Mont. 


H-—--, who ſaw plainly what the other was doing, while at the ſame time he 
might eaſily imagine the other muſt be ignorant of his Proceedings. 2 

Madam M. But Madam, I wonder to hear in this Diſcourſe a Woman of your 
Penetration ew a Stateſman's ſubmitting himſelf to every little Fellow that 


is aſſuming by hitſelf to do the Buſineſs only proper for ſuch great Miniſters to at- 


tempt. 1 

Maintenon. No, you miſtake me, I am not for having Miniſters of State ſub- 
mit to fuch Sort of Men; but when they ſee a Bold e his Sphere 
to compaſs 7 Ends they both point at, ſuch ought n only to be conni vd at, 
but encourag d as much . for here is no Room for Jealouſie, when the 
Contention is only who ſhall be the greateſt Vn. | 

Madam M. And 1 hope you will allow there's Emulation in Vice as well as 
Virtue. a | 

Maintenon. Then I quzſtion not hut they made good the Proverb, ““ That wis 
*. Knaves fall out, Honeſt Men come by" their own. | | 


| Madam M. Yes, they made that appear, for in the Contention betwixt thous | 
Ie expo one! another to ſome Purpoſe, while the Wh—=-s ſtood Inughing at 
both, but never offer d to part either, but let em fight it out, till both wert 

were ſufficiently ſatisfied , 


Mainrenon. This was enough to have ruin'd his Reputation with I ligh, 
0 and loft his Authority with Low. | | | | 


albam'd at what each other had done, and the Worl 
they had beth loſt what they contended for. 


Ma lan 
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adam M. No, no, it ſtrengi hen d It, Hall he known how to have na * 
ri uſe of it ; but the worſt of all his Management mas, he over rum it to gif. 
which was always more violent and ungovernable to pris, 


te bis own Paſſion, mch was always 1 | e. 
Perſons than the Publick, which rais a him more Secret Enemies than he con 


lt anace: notwithſtonding I had pav'd the Way for him where-4ver he had ge,, 
Wl. for 4 Ws, an . Hir Acceſs fo eaſte to the Court; he had no Rub; 10 be 
yay to effect any thing that con d reaſonably be deſir 4. 

' Maintenon. How was it poſſible then to Miſcarry Þ | 
Madam M. By overſhooting'the Bolt; nothing wou'd ſerve us then bur ty; 
everſal Monarchy ; we wou'd have no Competitors in Power with us, but rule 
Hbfolntely, or not at all, and ſo we had one of our Ends, but not that we drive 


at fo Jur:oufly. _ © 4:60 Yak e 
5 1 But it was not probable for you to think of holding the Reins of 
I! Government in your own Hands ſolely, they were too many to be manag'd by 
EINE 7 Eon AS 9 gn | 8 
: | 1 Madam M. That I grant, but we had all our Creatures about us, that know 
| hat we wanted, and had learn'd to be Paſhve Aſſes, knowing *twas rhe only 
ay at loſt to command others to be as ſubmiſſive as themſelves. In ſhort, Ma. 
| E: dam, I was for a totul Revolution, or none at all. © 
Ft + Marntenon: Ah, Madam, but you wanted the Revolution Rulers on your 
Side; thoſe that were too ſtrong for the Father, would ſcarce ever be o. 
Fercome by the Child; you fhou'd have ſought to have brought ſome of them 
over to you, and then TI ſhou'd have had ſome Hopes of the Project. 
Madam M. Hopes indeed! If we cou'd have made the. Biiter Enemies of all 
ur Deſigns the Inſtruments of bringing them about, no doubt then we cou'd not 
have julſcarry d; for had not they boen our Enemies, we had had no need of any 
Stratagems to 8 whatever our Hearts cou d deſire, or Thoughts invent... 
Maintenon, Then the Project was as fooliſh” as our Northern Expedition, 
for we only wanted the Right Revolution-men on our Side, and we had been 
as ſucceſsful as the 5 — and our. Wiſhes together, flatter'd us we ſhould be. 
Madam M. Our Cale was quite different; we had a Proſpect of Things 
that carry 'd almoſt a demonſtrable Certainty in them: For we had a Grant 
| from them that had the Power to give it us, had not thoſe very Men nick'd 
us with à Reaſſumption worſe than that Monſ. H fitted them with ſome 
Years ago. J gp 44.4% ce IR LAS. 
Maintenon. But, a Richlien or a Mazarine wou'd have mage ſuch Expediti- 
ous. Uſe of that Power firſt granted, it ſliou'd not have beeff in their Power 
ever to have reaſſum'd it. FFF o 
Ma lam M. But I muſt tell you, Madam, Richlien had not a Marlborongh to 
fight with, nor Mazarine 2 G-—d-----ph—---1, tho I miſt own you have ma- 
nag d a Colbert and a Chamillard; I mult confeſs my Weakneſs oppoſs'd to 


4 the Wits and Politicks ofa S. -A. -A. e | 
Maintmon. * Tis true, your Statſmen now have topp'd us as well as your 


Generals; but: be Witof a Woman may as well retrieve our Honour now, as 
I may lay without Vanity it advanc'd it to its late Meridian height. * But Age 
| can make no Conqueits in the Field of Mars or Venus. I muſt reſ.gu my 
Sway to ſome more Youthful Heroine, and you P've pitch'd upon to be my 


Glorious Succeflor. | * $f" — 
Madam Af. Madam, you load me with more Favours than I have Ambiti- 
5; ous Vanity enough to think I can ever be able to repay, but depend upon it, 
| we future Services of my Life are devoted to your Intereſſtt . 
„ Maintenon. Votre tes Humble Servant, ina Chere Amy: And fo Ibid you 
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